AINAL FRICATIVES*-s AND
h IN PROTO T’IN
EXICON

heraphan L-Thvongkuml
bstract

il [-s/ does not exist in Modern T'in;
t, *s in Proto-T'in can be
ucted. The distinction between *-s
in Proto-T'in phonology is
by two types of final
ondences, i.e., *-s has become
Mal but /+/ in Pray, and *-h has
as /-h/ in both Mal and Pray.
ct was pointed out by Filbeck in
however, no Proto-T’in forms were
tructed by him.

a clearer picture of the
ogical history of T'in, 68 Proto-
1S were reconstructed, 17 with
and 51 with final *-h. The 68
econstructed lexical items, (1)
(34) — (84), including 16 Proto-
tructed forms having *-s, (18)
presented in this paper with
nglish glosses. Khmu' and
gnates from the author’s corpus
vided.

irananthanaporn (1993). T’in

, Department of Linguistics,
Chulalongkorn University,
iland.

comprises two major dialects, Mal and
Pray, and both dialects consist of many
sub-dialects or varieties caused by the
geography and history of the area where
the T’in inhabit.

The author collected data on Mal and Pray
spoken in Bo Kluea District in the year
2005. A wordlist of 2,452 lexical items
was devised for investigating the 13
languages of Nan. This paper is only a
minor output of the research project on
“Linguistic Diversity in Nan Province: A
Foundation for Tourism Development”
sponsored by the Thailand Research Fund
(TRF) for three years (May 1, 2004 —
April 30, 2007).

Sketch of Proto-T’in phonology

Based on the author’s Pray and Mal
wordlists, about 440 cognates have been
found.* Proto-T’in phonology can be
reconstructed as shown in Table 1. In
comparison with Filbeck’s reconstruction
(Filbeck, 1978), this present reconstruction
is less complex, especially the initials,
because prenasalization of the initials of
major-syllables, e.g., mb-, nt-, gkh-, is
analyzed as the finals of pre-syllables in
Proto-T’in, see items (2), (4), (7), (19),
(21) and so on.

Reconstructed forms with *-s and *-h

*-s has become /-yh/ in Modern Mal and
/-t/ in Modern Pray. In Mal, *V (vowels)
before *-s had been diphthongized (*Vs >
*Vis) and later *-s became h-like sound.
This process of sound change yields /-yh/
or /-y/ (devoiced palatal fricative []]) in

* The number of cognates is less than
expectation. The explanation is that the
wordlist devised is for synchronic
investigation not for comparative
purposes.
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Table 1 Proto-T’in phonology

Initial
*p- *ph- *t- *th- *c- *k- *Kh-
*m- *hm- *n- *hn- *11- *hIl- *13_ *hIJ'
*1- *hl-
*r_
*o *h.
*pr- *pl- *tr- *t1l- *cr- *kr- *kl-

*phr-*phl- *thr- *thl- *khr-*khl- *chw-

I L |

*e - X5 *p

e R
*ia . *tia

Modern Mal dialect and sub-dialects.
Khmu’ (KM) and Mlabri (MB) cognates
are also given for a comparison of Khmuic
languages, see Table 2, 3 and 4.

Regarding Pray /-t/ which has been from
Proto-T’in *-s, the process of sound
change is different from Mal, ie,
voiceless alveolar fricative *-s became
voiceless alveolar affricate *ts- in one
stage of Pray phonological history. In a
more recent stage, this affricative lost its
fricative release, then, has become
voiceless alveolar plosive /-t/ in Modern
Pray. This phenomenon (*-s becoming -t)
is not unusual since it also occurs in other
Southeast Asian languages spoken in
Thailand. In Thai, English loanwords,
such as <gas> is pronounced [két~

% ?_ *_p *_t
*m *n
*_w *_
*r
*.s
*kw-
Vowel
O ) *1i  *uu
*ee *aa  *oo
*ecg *Ed - *09
*uo *ua *uo

kégt~kaat] by speakers who d
know English.

Besides the 17 reconstructed
some cognates in Modern
and Modern Mlabri (MB) given
final /-yh/ in the other 16 M
words also suggests *-s in Prot
perhaps Proto-T’in, although
cognates have not been found &
comparison. It is noticeable that so
native words have been replac
loans, e.g., items (19), (20),
(25) and (33) in Table 3.
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&2 Proto-T’in *-s

Thai gloss  English gloss  Mal Pray Proto-T'in

needle naayh paat *()aas

to sneeze pkhayh pkat *p-k(h)as (KM: n2ayh;
MB: pres)

to snap phlayh phlat *phlas (KM: pliyh;

(fingers) MB: plalh)

grasshopper nsooyh  nchoot  *n-soos  (KM: hdoyh)

tumble down klesyh klet *kles

to sit Khuyh khut *khus

to slice nsusyh cuet *n-suss (MB: soolh)

to hatch thayh that *thas (KM: kKhlayh;
MB: tas)

fire pa?ooyh 2oo0t *p-200s (MB: 2uulh)

root kieyh kiet *kies (KM: riayh;
MB: reelh)

lips nooyh sanoot  *s-noos

to steal looyh loot *loos (MB: 1ooyh)

to escape payh pat *pas

spear kKhooyh  khoot *khoos (KM:phlisyh)

mushroom thiyh thit *this

to comb kaayh kaat *kaas (KM:chrieyh)

barking deer phooyh  phoot *phoos (KM: plieyh;
MB: poolh)

-Mal *-s
0ss English gloss Mal Proto-Mal  Pray

to stamp bisyh *biss (ncet)

one’s foot

gall bladder nthayh *n-thas (bii)

stool, bench  nuyh *nus (tap)
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@1

22)
(23)
(24)
(5)

(26)
27
(28)

(29
(30)
G
(32)
(33)

Thai gloss  English gloss Mal

AZLNTY

eV

lﬂu

1

19U

Su(ln)
a1 (1)
Fuan

e (W)

LaaLAR
ey

"3 (1)
M

o1 (3.)

screen for gyeyh
sifting

to swell ?ayh
to be kayh
to sift nayh
to pull the klayh
trigger

courtyard, laayh
lawn

mountain khooyh
ridge

to sway nayh
(the head)

sunlight ?ayh
stinging pain sayh
comb naayh
chasm, abyss tayh
unventilated ?0oyh

Many Proto-T’in forms having *-h can be
reconstructed with more certainty because
*h has been kept very well in both

Table 4 Proto-T’in *-h

(34
(335)
(36)
37
(38)
(39

Thai gloss  English gloss

nsou, 11312 crisp, brittle

indun
im
un, 1@
1nd

U0

Mal

pkhah
to hate seh
to scratch kih
old (of people) byeh
near, close noh
spikes gyah
(of traps)
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Proto-Mal

*p-kres

*Pas
*kas
*nes
*klas

*laas

*khoos

*nes

*Pos
*sas
*naas
*tos

*2595

Modern Mal and Modern Pray 0

Table 4.

Pray

pkhah
seh
kih
mpreh
nuh
pkrah

Pray
(nkien)

(phuu, poop) (KM
(pen)
(kiep)
(biip)

(khop te?)
(nuan)

(02y)

(nchap)
(sapaar)
(pkrap)
(bep-bap)
(fop)

(MB:birs
(Kot

Proto-T'in

*p-kKhah
*seh
*kih
*m-preh
*nuh

*n-krah  (KM:srak



English gloss

they
chopping
board

to open
musical
instrument
you

to raise
(one’s head)
nose

to light

(matches)

Final Fricatives *-s and *-h in Proto T’in Lexicon

Mal

?ah

noh

phish
pih~plih

mah

noh
moh

thayh

to wash clothes phuh

mountain
side

boiling

mbloh
phish
poh

to drop, to fall khlih
to clap, to slap phoh

awake

fireplace

to pull up

finger

to steam

to tell

to bloom

yoh

push
thoh

nusah
?oh

dush
yah
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Pray

?ah

noh
phish

plih

mah

noh

muh

theh

phuh

loh
phish
mpoh
khlih
mphah

roh

puah
thoh

nush

sif?oh

ntuah

rah

Proto-T’in

*2ah

*noh
*phish
*plih
*mah

*poh

*muh

*theh

*phuh

*m-ploh
*phish
*m-poh
*khlih
*m-ph( )h
*roh

*puah
*thoh

*nush
*3-?oh

*n-tuah
*rah

(KM:nnooh)

(MB: kruuh)

(KM: pash)

(KM: muh;
MB: moh)
(MB: kleh)

(KM: plih;
MB: sepuh)
(MB: caboh)
(KM: mphlah)
(KM: nthroh)
(KM: kaséh)
(KM: ntéh)
(KM: rah;
MB: puuh)
(MB: boh)
(KM: tréh;
MB: yooh)

(KM: hoh-
?6h)

(KM: rthdh)
(KM: gkhréh;
MB: plah)
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Thai gloss English gloss Mal Pray Proto-T'in
(61) 1an to wake phyoh phroh *phroh
(someone up)
(62) wan to shove noh sanoh *s-noh
(63) to split phoh phoh *phoh
(firewood)
(64) Ay blanket nah nah *nah
(65) fu cIf. forcloth, phlah  phlah *phlah
mat
(66) to come leh leh *1eh
(67) Wy wife ?ish si?iah *s-?iah
(68) umn long cush cush *cush
(69) 3Sou hot 2oh sa?oh *s-20h
(70) 32 (eM13) trough mphoh mphoh *m-phoh
(71) dm @i~ bald khleh khleh *khleh
(72) au @) to open bah mpah *mpah
(one’s eyes)
(73) 188 mountain goat Kheh kheh *kheh
(74) a1 bright pah pah *pah
(75) qn ripe khreh Khreh *kKhreh
(76) tall, high thih nthih *n-thih
77 4 toputinfon  sih sih *sih
(78) wiin heavy cih cih *cih
(79) wis skin, leather ~ thush sathuah  *s-thuah
(80) wthmn forehead tah satah~ntah *sn-tah
(81 wiw to sow sah sah *sah
(82) i to bark yoh roh *roh
(83) umis,fiu  chipped, weh weh *weh
nicked
(84) #1(hn)  toopen wah nah *()ah

(one’s mouth)
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earlier in the introductory part,
s only a product of our macro-
project on “Linguistic Diversity
Province: A Foundation for
velopment”. Four Mon-Khmer
are spoken in Nan: Mal, Pray,
Mlabri. However, only three
s have been recognized by Nan
., I'in or Lua’, Khmu’ and
ere are many varieties of the
anguage. The reconstruction of
phonology by Filbeck (1978) is

1, there is a lack of Proto-
n. This paper is only a small
for a more sophisticated
ction of Proto-Khmuic by
| Austroasiatic or Mon-Khmer

resting thing that should be
s that Mlabri cognates have
of fricative-like sounds: a. /-s
Ih [1 ~ {]/ and c. /-h/, see
@), (7). (8), (9), (10), (12),
), (46), (47), (48), (49), (54),
(61), (63), (65), (73), (79),
The a. and b. groups
Proto-T’in *-s and the c.
rresponds with Proto-T’in
enomenon suggests the idea
three final fricatives should
cted at the Proto-Khmuic

ent—The author would

her deep gratitude to the
esearch  Fund (TRF) for
hree-year research project on
versity in Nan Province: A
Tourism Development”. A
and appreciation go to the
ity and the local authorities
e. The author also feels
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very grateful for the kind cooperation of
her Mal, Pray, Khmu’ and Mlabri
informants. Last but not least, without the
devotion of a group of research assistants,
graduate students in the Linguistics
Department at Chulalongkorn University,
the Nan Project could not have been
possible.
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